Tuba Fingering Chart

Notes on gray background are pedal tones.

cf Db D D§ Eb E F
¥
= :
S | 5 |Ew | = s
BBb Tuba | 7 OPeN (tip down) 134 234 124 2400123 | 4orl3
C Taba 1 2 1234023 | 1234 134 234 124
(lip down)
M G G G} Ab A A} Bb B C cy Db
L N T
Sbs | 5 |fobe | 3 || © s (B
BEb Tuba 23 12 1 2 Open 240123 40013 23
C Tuba 24 4 23 12 1 2 Open 24
D D§ Eb E F G G Gf Ab A
{ p— #U [b.e = o ﬁo b;c S— #e 743 P
88b Tuba 12 1 2 Open 23 12 1 2
C Tuba 4 23 12 1 2 Open 23 12
A} Bb B C c§ Db D D§ Eb E F
e i f i =
= = re) e © o712 2 —
[ 1S T A=A © :
BBb Tuba Open 12 1 2 Open 1 2 Open
C Tuba 1 2 Open 12 1 2 Open 1
F Gb G Gk Ab A A§ Bb B C cy Db
' | Lo ° b bo © o bo
I C\b: : S [PX %] O %n L ~ r A - :
|
L
BBb Tuba 23 12 1 2 Open 12 1 2
C Tuba 2 Open 23 12 1 2 Open 12
D Df Eb E F B Gh G G Ab A A} I)Bl:
o jabe e o fobe 2 jere 2 jor’e
Fo¥
:
BBb Tuba Open 1 2 Open 23 12 1 2 Open
C Tuba 1 2 Open 1 2 Open 23 12 1

(When more than one fingering is shown, the first is the most common.)
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Tuba Harmonic Series

The fundamental pitch of the tuba is determined by the length of the tube. Its characteristic tone quality
is determined not only by the size of the opening in the‘tube, but also the amount of conical tubing or flare. -

Regardless of the length of tubing, a natural overtone series is produced when the air inside the tube is activated
through the vibration of the lips. By changing the tension of the lips and air speed, the performer can move
higher and lower within the harmonic series, without changing valves. Although the harmonic series is
(in theory) endless, the chart below begins with the fundamental and continues through the 12th partial.

The 7th and 11th harmonic (partial) is so flat that it is unusable in the series (note the triangular shape of the

note head).
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