
GWG Music Dept. COVID-19 Safety Protocol 
The following protocol have been taken from the ‘Guidance for Music Classes in BC During COVID-19, a 
document published by the BC Music Educators Association and reviewed by the BC Centre for Disease 
Control and BC Medical Health Officials. Students are asked to follow these protocols for all music 
classes. 
 
 Safety in the Classroom 
  Masks/Bell Covers 

• Masks are not required when rehearsing within your cohort but will be required 
for all out of cohort rehearsals. 

• Students will be provided one bell cover for their primary instrument. These bell 
covers will be mandatory for all rehearsals. If a student loses or damages their 
bell cover they will need to purchase a new one from Mr. Monkman. 
Replacement covers are $20. 

• If possible, instrumentalists should have 2 masks: one for regular use and one 
that can have a small slit in the front to be used for playing. 

 
Distance 
• Physical and social distancing will be practiced whenever there is space. Larger 

ensembles may rehearse outdoors when the weather cooperating. 
• Students are to limit walk around the room as much as possible. Take your 

chair/stand from the closest carts and return them there after rehearsal. 
 
Hygiene 
• All students will be required to wash their hands when entering the music room. 
• Hand sanitizer will be provided for all percussionists and students using school 

instruments (piano, upright bass, etc). Students must use the hand sanitizer 
before playing any instrument that is school owned. 

• Water keys cannot be emptied on the floor. All instrumentalists with water keys 
will pick up a absorbent pad at the beginning of rehearsal and dispose it 
afterwards. 

• Absolutely no sharing of personal instruments is permitted. 
 
Other considerations 
• Students must only set up their own chair and stand (this is not the time to help 

out a friend!) and students will not be permitted to share stands/music. Students 
may bring their own personal music stand if they prefer. 

• Instruments should be taken home after every rehearsal as much as possible. 
• Students must clean their instruments at home regularly. 

 
 
 
 



INSTRUMENT CLEANING INSTRUCTIONS 
Cleaning the Flute Head Joint 

1. Using a cotton swab saturated with denatured, isopropyl alcohol (70% or more), carefully clean around the 
embouchure hole. 
2. Alcohol wipes can be used on the flute's lip plate to kill germs. 
3. Using a soft, lint-free silk cloth inserted into the cleaning rod, clean the inside of the headjoint. 
4. Do not run the headjoint under water as it may saturate and eventually shrink the headjoint cork. 

Cleaning Bocals 
1. Bocals should be cleaned at least weekly with a bocal brush, mild soap solution, and running water. 
2. English Horn bocals can be cleaned with a pipe cleaner, mild soap solution, and running water. Be careful 
not to scratch the inside of the bocal with the exposed wire ends of the pipe cleaner. 

Cleaning Hard Rubber and Ebony Mouthpieces 
1. Mouthpieces should be swabbed after each use and cleaned weekly. 
2. Select a small container that will accommodate the mouthpiece vertically and place the mouthpiece, tip 
down, into the container. 
3. Fill the container just past the window of the mouthpiece with a solution of 50% water and 50% white 
vinegar or hydrogen peroxide. Protect clarinet mouthpiece corked tenons from moisture. 
4. After the mouthpiece has soaked for fifteen minutes, use an appropriately sized mouthpiece brush to 
remove any calcium deposits or other residue from inside and outside surfaces. This step may need to be 
repeated if the mouthpiece is excessively dirty. 
5. Rinse the mouthpiece thoroughly and then saturate with disinfectant solution. Place on a paper towel and 
wait one minute. 
6. Wipe dry with a paper towel. 
7. Note: Metal saxophone mouthpieces clean up well with hot water, mild dish soap (not dishwasher 
detergent), and a mouthpiece brush. Disinfectant solution is also safe for metal mouthpieces. 

Cleaning Saxophone Necks 
1. Swabs are available to clean the inside of the saxophone neck. However, many saxophonists use a flexible 
bottle brush and toothbrush to accomplish the same results. 
2. The saxophone neck should be swabbed after each use and cleaned weekly. 
3. Use the bottlebrush with mild, soapy water to clean the inside of the neck. 
4. Rinse under running water. 
5. Disinfectant solution may be used on the inside of the neck if desired. Place on a paper towel for one 

minute. 
6. Rinse again under running water, dry, and place in the case. 

Cleaning Brass Instrument Mouthpieces 
1. Mouthpieces should be cleaned monthly. 
2. Use a cloth soaked in warm, soapy water to clean the outside of the mouthpiece. 
3. Use a mouthpiece brush with warm, soapy water to clean the inside. 
4. Rinse the mouthpiece and dry thoroughly. 
5. Disinfectant solution may be used on the mouthpiece at this time. Place on a paper towel for one minute. 
6. Wipe dry with a paper towel. 

Cleaning Pianos and String Instruments, including guitars 
1. Isopropyl alcohol that’s above 70% should only be used on the strings and unfinished finger and fret 
boards. Alcohol wipes can be used on the keys of the piano. Wipes should not be dripping wet- just gently 
wipe the keys.  
2. Amro Music suggests that using a disinfectant such as Sterisol on the body of a string instrument does not 
damage the finish. Please test this on a small section of the instrument before widely using. The disinfectant 
should sit for one to two minutes before wiping it clean. 
3. String, percussion, and keyboard instruments present fewer hygienic issues that can be solved simply by 
the player washing their hands before and after use for a minimum of 20 seconds. 


